Human dentistry was not recognized as a scientific field until long after the human medical and surgical disciplines were firmly established. In fact in the 1800's human dentistry was performed by watchmakers, barbers or locksmiths. In 1908, Louis Merrillat, Professor of Veterinary Surgery in the Chicago Veterinary College, authored a book entitled Animal Dentistry and Diseases of the Mouth. In the introduction he states:
"The duty of the veterinarian of today toward the toothrasping horse-shoer or the professional horse-dentist bears a striking resemblance to the relations between the physician and tooth-pulling locksmith of a few years ago. The able physician in those days willingly consigned the tooth-ache patient to the locksmith, or the barber, or the watchmaker, because dental operations were then considered as an unimportant "side issue," rather beneath the dignity of the learned therapeutist. But, in spite of this apathy, dentistry asserted its importance and soon became a part of the curriculum of the foremost universities of the world. This is precisely the status of animal dentistry today. The veterinarian consigns dental operations to others because it is rather beneath the dignity of the learned veterinarian to float the teeth of horses; not because it is difficult, tedious or dangerous, but because animal dentistry is regarded as a trifling accomplishment that the uneducated can master. The intimate relation of the condition of the teeth to the general health is becoming more and more recognized, and when the value and importance of veterinary dentistry is universally recognized by the veterinary profession and lay public, and when it becomes more generally admitted on all sides that the veterinary patient receives the same relative benefits from dental operations as the human subject, animal dentistry will then take its place among the useful branches of veterinary science."
Unfortunately, in spite of his foresight, the development of veterinary dentistry, as an established scientific field, did not occur at that time, but rather paralleled the delayed establishment of human dentistry. It wasn't until 1977 that the American Veterinary Dental Society would be established, followed by the Academy of Veterinary Dentistry in 1986 which was then followed by the recognition of the American Veterinary Dental College as an AVMA approved specialty in 1988. The objectives of the American Veterinary Dental College were established at that time and are published in the AVMA Directory and Resource Manual. The promotion and implementation of these objectives are the responsibility of all AVDC diplomates.
AVDC Objectives
n To promote advancement and recognition of high standards in the art and science of veterinary dentistry. n Establish a certifying agency for members who excel in disciplines related to clinical veterinary dental practice. n Recognize veterinarians who are qualified to fill a unique specific functional role in the delivery of modern comprehensive veterinary dental services.
n Encourage all veterinary colleges to establish in-depth instruction and a high standard for training in veterinary dentistry. n Develop methods and locations of graduate teaching programs with particular emphasis on residency training for veterinary dental practice. n Provide an incentive and reward for achieving postgraduate education and experience in veterinary dentistry by any means. n By self-assessment, and continuing education, promote continued improvement of practice standards and knowledge in veterinary dentistry. n Encourage investigations and contributions to the literature on the field of veterinary dentistry. n Cooperate with organizations working to improve practice standards and methods. The American Veterinary Dental College has made tremendous progress in the past 22 years in advancing veterinary dentistry and achieving many of these objectives, however, there is a great deal of work remaining. In the words of Louis Merrillat: "There were two potent factors concerned in the evolution of human dentistry -the college and the practitioner. The same influences are essential to the healthy evolution of animal dentistry."
The American Veterinary Dental College along with the Academy of Veterinary Dentistry and the American Veterinary Dental Society must be mutually respectful advocates in promoting the advancement of the knowledge of veterinary dentistry both in colleges and in practices, with the American Veterinary Dental College taking a leadership role. We must encourage the establishment of in-depth instruction and high standards for training in veterinary dentistry at all veterinary colleges to prevent another generation of some veterinarians graduating without a proper veterinary dental education. We must provide the highest quality of veterinary dental continuing education to remediate veterinarians who graduated without the benefit of a comprehensive veterinary dental education. We must be willing to share our knowledge for the benefit of all animals suffering because of unrecognized or improper treatment of dental disease because of a deficiency in proper veterinary dental education. We must encourage scientific investigations and contributions to the veterinary dental literature and cooperate with the Academy of Veterinary Dentistry, the American Veterinary Dental Society and other organizations to improve dental standards and methods. Our work has just begun and I encourage each and every Diplomate of the American Veterinary Dental College to unite with other advocates to promote veterinary dentistry in every way possible until our mission is accomplished.
